CHAPTER V
TRIBUTE TO THE ALGERINES
the time when Washington took office, the
captains and crews of two American vessels, which
had been seized by Algerine Corsairs in 1785, still
remained in captivity. The Continental Congress
had made some efforts in their behalf which
were contemptuously received. The Dey of
Algiers did not wish any treaty with the United
States; but he did want $59,496.00 for the twenty-
one captives whom he then held. Farther than
that negotiation had not progressed. Agents of
the United States were advised that, if such a high
amount were paid, the Corsairs would pursue
American vessels in preference to those of any
other nation, and that the shrewd thing would be
to pretend indifference to the fate of the captives.
This advice was acted upon even to the extent of
cutting off the supplies which had been forwarded
to the captives through the Spanish consul at
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